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PURPOSE 

 

The leading cause of death in infants and children is trauma. Motor vehicle accidents 

cause most of the trauma that leads to these deaths. In the United States it is estimated that 

a large majority of children are improperly secured in child safety seats or the safety seat 

was installed incorrectly. Therefore, the City of Alpharetta Fire and Emergency Services 

will be available to the citizens to check and install child safety seats in order to help prevent 

deaths or injuries. 

 

POLICY 

 

It is the policy of this Department to assist the public in improving the protection of our 

children through a child safety seat program. 

 

PROCEDURE (240-04) 

 

I. Technician responsibilities (240-04-01) 

 

A. Child Safety seats will be inspected by a certified Child Safety Seat 

Technician. 

 

B. Technicians will stay current on Child Safety Seat Recalls and 

amendments. 

 

C. The Alpharetta Fire Prevention Division is responsible for this service. 

 

D. When possible, all appointments will be arranged by the Alpharetta Fire 

Prevention Division. 

 

E. Parents will contact Alpharetta Fire Prevention for an appointment 

through 678-297-6276 or 678-297-6277 and provide the following 

information: 

 

1. First and last name and telephone number 

 



2. Type of seat (infant, convertible, booster) 

 

3. Confirm that they are the original owner of the seat. 

 

4. Alpharetta Fire and Emergency Services will not inspect second hand 

child safety seats. 

 

F. In the event a request for a child seat inspection is made directly to the station, (ie.  

drive up request), and no technician is available, station personnel will provide the  

parents a business card for Fire Prevention to schedule an appointment for an 

inspection. If no cards are available, station crews are to send an email with the 

above information in 240-04-01-E-01 through 240-04-01-E-04 to a technician in 

fire prevention.   

 

II. Installation and Inspection requirements (240-04-02) 

 

A. Parent must fill out a Child Car Seat Check form. 

 

B. Seat must be in adequate condition, cannot look used, such as 

worn tags, labels, harness, etc. 

 

C. Seat must have all federal decals and labels present, such as: 

 

1. Date of manufacturing 

 

2. Model number 

 

D. It is the responsibility of the technician to check the recall list for any 

recalls on the child seat. If there is a recall, the parent is to be notified of the recall 

and notified of the proper course of action the parent should take. 

 

E. If the same parent owned the seat and two (2) children have 

used the seat, it is recommended by NHTSA (National Highway 

Transportation Safety Administration) that the seat be replaced. Alpharetta Fire 

and Emergency Services will not inspect the seat further and recommend the child 

safety seat be replaced 

 

F. No child seat will be inspected if the seat is over 5 years old as indicated by the 

date of manufacturing. 

 

G. Per NHTSA, if the vehicle has been involved in an accident and there is 

only minor damage, bump or small dent, no frame damage, the 

child seat is safe to use. 

 

 

 



H. The child safety seat should be removed and destroyed if it has been involved in a 

moderate or major motor vehicle accident. 

 

III.  State Regulations  (240-04-03) 

 

A. Rear facing infant seats up to 1 year of age, 20 lbs or 26 inches in height. 

 

B. Rear facing convertible can be for children over 5 lbs up to the weight or 

height limit on the seat. 

 

C. Forward facing seat, child must be at least one year of age, and is 

recommended that they exceed one of the limits for rear facing. 

 

D. Booster Seat is for children weighing 40-80 lbs depending on the child 

seat manufacturer. 

 

E. Per NHTSA, children should be secured in a booster seat until they are 

able to sit properly in a vehicle seat with there legs bent at the edge of the 

seat, there back against the back of the seat and there feet touching the floor of the 

vehicle and the seat belt crossing the center of the chest. 

 

F. Any child 6 years of age and under must be properly secured in a Child 

Safety Seat. 

 

IV.  Fire Stations (240-04-04) 

 

A. If a parent drives up for a Child Seat Inspection, a Certified Technician will 

perform the inspection if available.  If the Technician is not available, refer to 

240-04-01-F. 

 

B. Crews on a scene of an accident need to document the condition of the vehicle if 

there is a child seat in the vehicle. Forward the information of the parent, the 

vehicle, and the child seat to a Child Safety Seat Technician. Crews should 

document the condition of the child seat whether a child is present or not. 

 

1. Is it loose from the accident? (should not move more than one inch in 

any direction) 

 

2. Are there stress marks on the seat? 

 

3. Is the harness or seatbelt from the vehicle torn or frayed? 

 


